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July 29, 2004 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
SUN VALLEY WATERSHED – SUN VALLEY PARK DRAIN 
AND INFILTRATION SYSTEM PROJECT 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES – COUNTY AGREEMENT  
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 3  
3 VOTES  
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY 
OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT: 
 

1. Approve and instruct the Chairman to sign the enclosed agreement between 
the Los Angeles County Flood Control District and the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Recreation and Parks for the Sun Valley Watershed – Sun 
Valley Park Drain and Infiltration System Project  that provides for the City of 
Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks to accept ownership and 
assume the operation and maintenance responsibility for all landscaping, 
recreational enhancements, and other park amenities provided by the project 
in and around the Sun Valley Park and Recreation Center and also provides 
for the District to maintain the vadose monitoring devices, the groundwater 
monitoring wells, and maintain and operate the Flood Control facilities located 
within the street right of way.   

 
2. Approve and instruct the Chairman to sign the enclosed agreement between 

the Los Angeles County Flood Control District and the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Public Works for the Sun Valley Watershed – Sun Valley Park 
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Drain and Infiltration System Project that provides for the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Public Works to accept ownership and assume the operation 
and maintenance responsibilities for the underground conveyance, treatment, 
and infiltration system of the project and also provides for the District to 
maintain the vadose monitoring devices, the groundwater monitoring wells, 
and maintain and operate the Flood Control facilities located within the street 
right of way.   

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION  
 
As part of an overall plan to solve a severe flooding problem in the Sun Valley area, 
your Board authorized the District to construct the Sun Valley Watershed - Sun Valley 
Park Drain and Infiltration System Project and adopted the construction contract on 
June 15, 2004, Synopsis 98.  The project will reduce flooding, increase water quality, 
recharge groundwater, and improve aesthetics in and around the Sun Valley Park and 
Recreation Center.  The project will contain stormwater flow from the 49-acre area 
upstream of the park, treat the stormwater within the park, allow the captured 
stormwater to recharge the groundwater through underground infiltration basins, and 
park improvements.  The project also provides multiple benefits including educational 
signage, a vegetative swale, new bleachers, and field lights within the park.   
 
This project is within the City of Los Angeles’ jurisdiction and has many components.  
The maintenance responsibilities for various components of the project are defined in 
the enclosed agreements. 
 
The enclosed agreements provide for the District to maintain flood control facilities in 
the street right of way, perform water quality monitoring of the system, and maintain the 
water quality filtration unit for one year.  The first agreement provides that the City of 
Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks will accept ownership, and will 
assume and finance all maintenance responsibility for all landscaping, recreational 
enhancements, and other park amenities in and around the Sun Valley Park and 
Recreation Center. The second agreement provides that the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Public Works will accept ownership, and will assume and finance the 
operation and maintenance responsibilities for the underground conveyance, treatment, 
and  infiltration system.  Once construction of the Sun Valley Watershed – Sun Valley 
Park Drain and Infiltration System is complete, the City will take on these 
responsibilities. 
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 
 
This action is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal of Organizational 
Effectiveness by utilizing a collaborative effort to implement the project.  This action also 
meets the goal of Fiscal Responsibility by sharing annual maintenance with the City of 
Los Angeles. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
There will be no impact to the County’s General Fund.  The District will share in the 
annual maintenance of the project as described in the enclosed agreements.  Financing 
for the District’s share of the maintenance cost will be provided in the current and future 
fiscal year's Flood Control District Budgets. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The enclosed agreements were executed by the City of Los Angeles Department of 
Public Works and Department of Recreation and Parks on May 27, 2004.  They have 
been reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
Approving these agreements is not an action subject to the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) since it does not result in a direct or reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, Section 15061(b)(3).  
Approving these agreements will have no environmental impact. 
 
Your Board found the overall project to be exempt under CEQA guidelines on  
April 20, 2004, Synopsis 48. 
 
CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
This Board action does not require any contracting processes.   
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
The project will have no adverse impact on current flood control services or projects.  
The project is in the general interest of Public Works and will provide increased 
recreational opportunities and improve the quality of life for citizens of the County. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Enclosed are four originals of each agreement.  Please return three fully executed 
originals of each agreement along with one approved copy of this letter to Public Works.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JAMES A. NOYES 
Director of Public Works 
 
MD:sv 
P:\wmpub\LAR Watershed\Mahdad\Sun Valley Brd Letter.doc   
 
Enc.  
 
cc:   Chief Administrative Office 
 County Counsel  






























































